Fiscal Note 2027 Biennium

GOVERNOR'S OFFICE OF
BUDGET AND PROGRAM PLANNING

Bill#Title: HBO0372.01: Revise license fees used for funding of upland game bird enhancement
program
Primary Sponsor: Tom France Status: As Introduced
[JIncluded in the Executive Budget X Needs to be included in HB 2 [ Significant Local Gov Impact
[ Significant Long-Term Impacts U Technical Concemns [J Dedicated Revenue Form Attached
FISCAL SUMMARY
FY 2026 FY 2027 FY 2028 FY 2029
Difference Difference Difference Difference
Expenditures
State Special Revenue (02) ($1,936,758) ($1,936,758) ($1,936,758) (81,936,758)
Federal Special Revenue (03) ($37,000,000) ($37,000,000) ($37,000,000) (837,000,000)
Revenues
State Special Revenue (02) $0 $0 $0 $0
Federal Special Revenue (03) $0 $0 $0 $0
Net Impact $0 $0 $0 $0

General Fund Balance

Description of fiscal impact

HB 372 proposes changing the 2026/2027 hunting license fee prices in order to increase the amount funded to
the Upland Game Bird Enhancement Program creating diversions. As a result of this diversion, there would be
a loss $37 million dollars in federal funds.

FISCAL ANALYSIS

Assumptions

Department of Fish, Wildlife, and Parks

1. HB 372 amends Section 1: 87-1-246(6), MCA, with an added distribution from the Class B-11 Non-
Resident Deer Combination License.The addition of this license earmarked to the Upland Game Bird
Enhancement Program creates a diversion and loss of control of license revenues. This diversion puts all
federal Wildlife Sport Fish Restoration funds at risk and creates a loss of $37 million annually in federal
funds.

2. HB 372 amends Section 2: 87-2-401, MCA, with an added distribution from the Class A-1 Resident Upland
Game Bird License. On page 1, line 26, the price in the proposed bill references changing the 2025 license
price of $7.50 to a 2026 price of $10.00. This change creates a diversion of funds and an annual loss of
revenue from the general license of $58,454 for Class A-1 Resident Upland Game Bird.

3. HB 372 amends Section 2: 87-2-401, MCA, with an added distribution from the Class A-1 Resident Upland
Game Bird License. On page 1, line 26, the price reflecting in the proposed bill references changing the
2025 license price of $7.50 to $10.00. This change creates an increase of funds and annual revenue of
$107,333 to Upland Game Bird.
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Fiscal Note Request - As Introduced (continued)

4. HB 372 amends Section 2: 87-2-401, MCA, with an added distribution from the Class A-1 Resident Upland
Game Bird License. This bill exempts discounted license types such as Class A-1 Resident Upland Game
Bird Senior/Disabled/Youth. With an increase of funds to Upland Game Birds, a diversion of funds from
general license and an annual loss of revenue of $45,739 would occur.

5. HB 372 amends Section 2: 87-2-401, MCA, with an added distribution from the Class A-1 Resident Upland
Game Bird License. This bill exempts discounted license types such as Class A-1 Resident Upland Game
Bird Senior/Disabled/Y outh.With an increase of funds to Upland Game Bird, there would be an annual gain
of revenue of $59,191.

6. The chart below represents all the changes described in assumptions 2-6.

Per License Net
Current | Current HB372 | H8372 Gain/Loss | Per License Gain/Loss of
Seling | General | Cument | Stated | General [HB372UGB| General | Gan/loss 2023 General [Net Gain/Loss
License Type Class | Price License |UGB Habitat| Price License Habitat | Lkense UGB  |License Sales| Liense of UGB
Res Upland Gama Bird Al $750 | 5550 $2.00 51000 $2.50 57.50 330 55.50 18515 |iS58545.00]] 5107333
Res Upland Game Bird Senior, Disahled, Youth [A-1 $375 | 5175 $2.00 55.00 $2.50) S7.50 $4.25 5550 10,762 545738501 $58.131

7. HB 372 amends Section 3: 87-2-402, MCA, with an added distribution from the Class B-1 Non-Resident
Upland Game Bird license. On page 2, line 6, the price in the proposed bill references changing the 2025 license
price of $110 to a price of $150 for 2026. No diversion from general license is found and the revenue is
increased by $320,200.

8. HB 372 amends Section 3: 87-2-402, MCA, with an added distribution from the Class B-1 Non-Resident
Upland Game Bird license. On page 2, line 6, the price in the proposed bill references changing the 2025 license
Price of $110 to a price of $150 for 2026. This bill exempts discounted license types such as Class B-1 Non-
Resident Upland Game Bird Youth/NRROR. With an increase to Upland Game Birds, a diversion of funds from
the general license and an annual loss of revenue of $3,851 would occur.

9. HB 372 amends Section 3: 87-2-402, MCA, with an added distribution from the Class B-1 Non-Resident
Upland Game Bird License. This bill exempts discounted license types such as Class A-1 Resident Upland
Game Bird Senior/Disabled/Youth.With an increase of funds to Upland Game Birds, there would be an annual
gain of revenue of $7,383.

10. The chart below represents all the changes described in assumptions 7-9.

i

Per License I

Current H3372 Ganfloss [Perlicense | 2023 |NetGénfloss| Net |

Current | General | Curent | Hunting | HB372 | General |H8372UGB| Hunting | Gemeral | Gainfloss | Ucemse | of General |Gan/lossof |

License Typ2 Class |SelingFrice| Lliense |UGBHaditat| Access |StatedPrics| lieemse | Habaat | Amess | Licemse uG3 Sales License UGB

Non Res Upland Game 8ird E-1 $110.00 $32.00 52300 258000 515000 33300 $40.00 $55.00 s8N 51700 8003 518411500| 5136085
Nen Res Upland Geme 8ird Youth [B-1 $55.00| 83233 57001 51588 51500 S1363| SA000 ) sa138] (81870 833 199] (8372130 56,567
Nen Res Upland Game & rd NRROR |B-1 §5500] S1633| S2300) S1se8| 87500 51363 S4000] S2138 S2.700)  $17.00 43 512360 8816

11. HB 372 amends Section 4: 87-2-405, MCA, with an added distribution from the Class B-2, 3 Day Non-
Resident Upland Game Bird license. On page 2, line 13, the price reflecting in the proposed bill references
changing the 2025 license price of $50 to a price of $70 for 2026. No diversion from General License is found
and revenue is increased by $34,900.

HB0372.01 Page 2 of 6
2/10/2025



Fiscal Note Request - As Introduced (continued)

12. HB 372 amends Section 4: 87-2-405, MCA, with an added distribution from the Class B-2, 3 Day Non-
Resident Upland Game Bird license. On page 2, line 13, the price reflecting in the proposed bill references
changing the 2025 license price of $50 to a price of $70 for 2026. This change creates an increase of funds and

annual revenue of $34,900 to Upland Game Bird.

13. The chart below represents all the changes described in assumptions 11-12.

Per License Net
Current HE 372 Gainflass [Perlicense| 2023  [GainfLossoff  Net
Current | General | Current | Hunting | HB372 | Generdl |HB372UGB| Humting | General | Gainfloss [ Liense | Genera |Gain/Lossof
License Type Class SelingPrice| License |UGR Habitet] Access |[Stated Price} License | Habitat | Aceess | license | UGR Sdles | Liense | UGB
Non s Ugland Game Bird 3-0ay |82 $S000 | S1500 | S1000 | S25.00 | 7000 | 81500 | SA0M B | S1000 | S0 3480 |$3430000 | 534800

14. HB 372 amends Section 5: 87-2-505, MCA, with an added distribution from the Class B-10 Non-Resident
Big Game Combination license. On page 2, line 24, the price in the proposed bill references changing the 2025
license price of $1,278 to a price of $1,021 for 2026, decreasing Class B-10 Non-Resident Big Game
Combination license fees. This creates a diversion from general license and decreases the annual revenue by
$1.9 million.

15. HB 372 amends Section 5: 87-2-505, MCA, with an added distribution from the Class B-10 Non-Resident
Big Game Combination license. On page 2, line 24, the price in the proposed bill references changing the 2025
license price of $1,278 to a price of $1,021 for 2026. This bill exempts discounted license types such as Class
B-10 Non-Resident Big Game Combination Youth/College/NRROR. With an increase to Upland Game Birds
from $23 to $40, a diversion of funds from the general license and an annual loss of revenue of $84,489 would

occur.

16. HB 372 amends Section 5: 87-2-505, MCA, with an added distribution from the Class B-10 Non-Resident
Big Game Combination license. On page 2, line 24, the price in the proposed bill references changing the 2025
license price of $1,278 to a price of $1,021 for 2026 along with an increase from $23 to $40 to Upland Game
Bird. This change creates an increase of funds and annual revenue of $223,941 to Upland Game Bird.

17. HB 372 amends Section 5: 87-2-505, MCA, with an added distribution from the Class B-10 Non-Resident
Big Game Combination license. In section 5, the bill exempts the Class B-10 Non-Resident Elk Combination
licenses and the discounted license types of Non-Resident Elk Combination Youth/NRROR/College creating a
diversion from general license along with a decrease in revenue to general license and other state special funds

in the amount of $115,620.

18. The chart below represents all the changes described in assumptions 14-17.

Per Licanse

Cument Bin Gilos [Perliense] 2003 | NetGailoss | Ne
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Fiscal Note Request - As Introduced (continued)

19. HB 372 amends Section 6: 87-2-505, MCA, with an added distribution from the Class B-11 Non-Resident
Deer Combination licenses. On page 3, line 12, the price in the proposed bill references changing the 2025
license price of $744 to a price of $617 for 2026, decreasing Class B-11 Non-Resident Deer Combination
license fees. This creates a diversion from general license and decreases revenue by $1,197,295.

20. HB 372 amends Section 6: 87-2-505, MCA, with an added distribution from the Class B-11 Non-Resident
Deer Combination licenses. On page 3, line 12, the price in the proposed bill references changing the 2025
license price of $744 to a price of $617 for 2026. This bill exempts discounted license types such as Class B-11
Non-resident Deer Combination Youth/NRROR/College license fees. This change creates a diversion of funds
and creates an annual loss of $98,665 in revenue to general license

21. HB 372 amends Section 6: 87-2-505, MCA, with an added distribution from the Class B-11 Non-Resident
Deer Combination licenses. On page 3, line 12, the price in the proposed bill references changing the 2025
license price of $744 to a price of $617 for 2026 along with an increase from $0 to $40 to Upland Game Bird.
This increase would not be sufficiently funded and would result in having to backfill with general license
creating an earmark. Fish and Wildlife Services (FWS) would see this as a loss of control and so is diversionary
(50 CFR 80.11).(Also see Assumption #I on: 87-1-246(6) / Class B-11 Non-Resident Deer Combination

license).

22. The chart below represents all the changes described in assumptions 19-21.
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23. HB 372 amends Section 7: 87-2-711, MCA, with an added distribution from the Class AAA Combination
Sports license. On page 4, line 1, the prices in the proposed bill references changing the 2025 license prices of
$62 to a 2026 price of $64.50 for Resident Sportsman CombinationwithBear licenses, while also increasing the
funds to Upland Game Bird from the 2025 amount of $2.00 to the proposed 2026 amount of $7.50. These
changes create a diversion and annual loss of revenue of $87,162 to general license.

24. HB 372 amends Section 7: 87-2-711, MCA, with an added distribution from the Class AAA Combination
Sports license. On page 4, line 2, the price reflecting in the proposed bill references changing the 2025 license
price of $77 to a 2026 price of $79.50 for Resident Sportsman Combination withoutBear licenses, while also
increasing the funds to Upland Game Bird from the 2025 amount of $2.00 to the proposed 2026 amount $7.50.
These changes create a diversion and annual loss of revenue of $87,921 to general license.

25. HB 372 amends Section 7: 87-2-711, MCA, with an added distribution from the Class AAA Combination
Sports license. On page 4, line 2, the price reflecting in the proposed bill references changing the 2025 license
price of $77 to a 2026 price of $79.50 for Resident Sportsman CombinationwithoutBear licenses, while also
increasing the funds to Upland Game Bird from the 2025 amount of $2.00 to the proposed 2026 amount $7.50.
This bill exempts discounted license types such as Class AAA Resident Sportsman CombinationwithoutBear
Senior/Youth licenses and creates a diversion and annual loss of revenue of $90,563 to general license.
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Fiscal Note Request - As Introduced (continued)

26. HB 372 amends Section 7: 87-2-711, MCA, with an added distribution from the Class AAA Combination
Sports license. On page 4, line 2, the price reflecting in the proposed bill references changing the 2025 license
price of $77 to a 2026 price of $79.50 for Resident Sportsman Combination with/without Bear Licenses (and
discounted licenses) while also increasing the funds to Upland Game Bird from the 2025 amount of $2.00 to the
proposed 2026 amount $7.50. These changes would increase funds and revenue to Upland Game Bird in the
amount of $438,185.

27. The chart below represents all the changes described in assumptions 23-26.
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28. HB 372 represents a total loss to the general license account in the amount of $3,585,834 and a net gain to
the Upland Game Bird Program in the amount of $1,649,077.

29. The chart below shows the totals for assumption 28.
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30. These diversions create a loss of $37 million dollars annually in Federal Funds from the Wildlife Sports
Fish Restoration Program.

31. The Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks will have to reduce the agency budget by 23% primarily in the
Fish and Wildlife divisions, this includes FTE as well as operations.
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Fiscal Note Request - As Introduced (continued)

Fiscal Analysis Table
Department of Fish, Wildlife, and Parks
FY 2026 FY 2027 FY 2028 FY 2029
Difference Difference Difference Difference
Fiscal Impact
Expenditures
Personal Services ($18,349,910) ($18,349,910) ($18,349,910) ($18,349,910)
Operating Expenses ($20,586,848) ($20,586,848) ($20,586,848) (8$20,586,848)
TOTAL Expenditures ($38,936,758) ($38,936,758) ($38,936,758) ($38,936,758)
unding of Expenditure
State Special Revenue (02) ($1,936,758) ($1,936,758) ($1,936,758) ($1,936,758)
Federal Special Revenue (03) ($37,000,000) ($37,000,000) ($37,000,000) (837,000,000)
TOTAL Funding of ($38,936,758) ($38,936,758) ($38,936,758) ($38,936,758)
Expenditures
Revenues
Net Impact to Fund Balance (Revenue minus Funding of Expenditures)
State Special Revenue (02) $1,936,758 $1,936,758 $1,936,758 $1,936,758
Federal Special Revenue (03) $37,000,000 $37,000,000 $37,000,000 $37,000,000

NOT SIGNED BY SPONSOR
2)16]25 %@ .

Sponsor's Initials Date Budget Director's Initials Date

HB0372.01 Page 6 of 6

2/10/2025



