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HOUSE BILL NO. 829 1 

INTRODUCED BY N. DURAM, M. CUFFE, C. SPRUNGER, M. DUNWELL, D. LENZ, A. OLSEN, C. POPE, M. 2 

YAKAWICH, D. ZOLNIKOV, D. BAUM, M. BERTOGLIO, B. CLOSE, C. COCHRAN, J. DARLING, S. 3 

DEMAROIS, L. DEMING, C. FITZPATRICK, R. GREGG, C. KEOGH, S. KLAKKEN, J. LYNCH, M. MARLER, V. 4 

MOORE, A. REGIER, M. ROMANO, T. RUNNING WOLF, J. SECKINGER, K. SEEKINS-CROWE, F. SMITH, J. 5 

SOOKTIS, K. ZOLNIKOV 6 

 7 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: “AN ACT GENERALLY REVISING LAWS RELATED TO AQUATIC 8 

INVASIVE SPECIES MANAGEMENT; REQUIRING AQUATIC INVASIVE SPECIES AWARENESS TRAINING; 9 

REQUIRING ALL VESSEL OPERATORS OBTAIN AN AQUATIC INVASIVE SPECIES PREVENTION PASS; 10 

REVISING PENALTIES RELATED TO TRANSPORTING AQUATIC INVASIVE SPECIES; PROVIDING 11 

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY; AMENDING SECTIONS 23-2-541 AND 80-7-1014, MCA; AND PROVIDING A 12 

DELAYED EFFECTIVE DATE.” 13 

 14 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 15 

 16 

NEW SECTION. Section 1. Aquatic invasive species awareness training -- requirements. (1) A 17 

person may not be issued an aquatic invasive species prevention pass, as required pursuant to 23-2-541 or 87-18 

2-130, unless the person authorized to issue the pass determines proof of completion of a Montana aquatic 19 

invasive species awareness and education course established in subsection (2). 20 

(2) The department shall provide for an aquatic invasive species awareness and education course 21 

that includes instruction on how to prevent the transfer of aquatic invasive species, Montana aquatic invasive 22 

species regulations, and Montana inspection before launch requirements. The course may not take longer than 23 

an average of 30 minutes to complete and must consist of: 24 

(a) an educational video produced by the department; and 25 

(b) a test on the contents of the video. 26 

(3) The department may adopt rules regarding how a person authorized to issue a pass 27 



Amendment - 1st Reading-white - Requested by: Joshua Seckinger - (H) Fish, Wildlife and 
Parks 
 - 2025   
69th Legislature 2025  Drafter: Maxwell Parson,  HB0829.001.001 

 

 - 2 -  Authorized Print Version – HB 829  
 
 

determines proof of completion of a required course. 1 

(4) The department shall adopt rules to implement the provisions of this section. 2 

 3 

Section 2. Section 23-2-541, MCA, is amended to read: 4 

"23-2-541. Aquatic invasive species prevention pass for nonresident vessels -- rulemaking. (1) 5 

In order for a motorized vessel exempt from registration in Montana pursuant to 61-3-321 or a nonmotorized 6 

vessel owned by a nonresident to launch on the waters of this state, the operator must possess an aquatic 7 

invasive species prevention pass purchased for the vessel, available for inspection either in physical form or as 8 

an electronic copy at the request of a warden, another officer, or an employee of the department. The pass 9 

must include a description of the vessel for which it was purchased. 10 

(2) (a) The annual fee for an aquatic invasive species prevention pass purchased pursuant to this 11 

section is: 12 

(i) $10 for a nonmotorized vessel; and 13 

(ii) $30 for a motorized vessel. 14 

(b) The pass expires at the end of each calendar year and is not transferable between vessels. 15 

(3) Fees collected pursuant to this section must be deposited in the invasive species account 16 

established in 80-7-1004. 17 

(4) The department may adopt rules to implement the provisions of this section. 18 

(5) The provisions of this section do not apply to a motorized vessel owned or controlled by the 19 

United States or any state, county, city, special district as defined in 18-8-202, or tribal government or to a 20 

motorized vessel that meets the description of property exempt from taxation under 15-6-201(1)(d), (1)(n), or 21 

(1)(o) or 15-6-215. 22 

(6) For the purposes of this section, the term "nonmotorized vessel" includes canoes, catamarans, 23 

drift boats, kayaks, rafts, and sailboats." 24 

 25 

Section 3. Section 80-7-1014, MCA, is amended to read: 26 

"80-7-1014. Penalty. (1) Except as provided in subsection (2), the following penalties apply: 27 


