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HOUSE BILL NO. 643 1 

INTRODUCED BY T. SHARP, M. VINTON, S. KELLY, S. GIST, G. KMETZ 2 

 3 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: “AN ACT REVISING PAYMENT OF COSTS FOR USE OF A DETENTION 4 

CENTER; REVISING THE DEFINITION OF "ACTUAL COSTS"; REQUIRING THE ARRESTING AGENCY, 5 

THE DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS, AND THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH AND HUMAN 6 

SERVICES TO PAY THE ACTUAL COSTS PLUS 10% OF HOLDING A PERSON IN CONFINEMENT IN A 7 

DETENTION CENTER UNDER CERTAIN CIRCUMSTANCES; REVISING THE DEFINITION OF "ACTUAL 8 

COSTS"; PROVIDING AN APPROPRIATION; AND AMENDING SECTION 7-32-2242, MCA; AND PROVIDING 9 

A TERMINATION DATE.” 10 

 11 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 12 

 13 

Section 1. Section 7-32-2242, MCA, is amended to read: 14 

"7-32-2242. Use of detention center -- payment of costs. (1) Local government, state, and federal 15 

law enforcement and correctional agencies may use any detention center for the confinement of arrested 16 

persons and the punishment of offenders, under conditions imposed by law and with the consent of the 17 

governing body responsible for the detention center. 18 

(2) (a) Except as provided in 7-32-2245, if a person is confined in a detention center by an 19 

arresting agency not responsible for the operation of the detention center, the actual costs plus 10% of holding 20 

the person in confinement must be paid by the arresting agency unless otherwise agreed to by the arresting 21 

agency and the operator of the detention center. 22 

(b) If a city or town commits a person to the detention center of the county in which the city or town 23 

is located for a reason other than detention pending trial for or detention for service of a sentence for violating 24 

an ordinance of that city or town, the costs must be paid by the county, except as provided in 7-32-2245. If the 25 

department of corrections is the arresting agency and the inmate is a probation violator, the costs must be paid 26 

by the county in which the district court that retains jurisdiction over the inmate is located, except as provided in 27 



Amendment - 1st Reading/2nd House-blue - Requested by: John Esp - (S) Finance and 
Claims 
 - 2025   
69th Legislature 2025  Drafter: Julie Johnson,  HB0643.003.001 

 

 - 2 -  Authorized Print Version – HB 643  
 
 

7-32-2245. 1 

(c) The department of corrections is responsible to pay for paying the actual costs plus 10% for 2 

defendants following the pronouncement of sentence pursuant to 46-19-101. 3 

(d) The department of public health and human services is responsible for paying the actual costs 4 

plus 10% of holding in confinement in a detention center a person who has been committed to the custody of 5 

the director of public health and human services and is awaiting placement in an appropriate facility pursuant to 6 

46-14-221, 46-14-301, 46-14-302, 46-14-304, 46-14-312, or 46-19-101. 7 

(d)(e)(D) Payments must be made to the government unit responsible for the detention center or 8 

to the administrator operating a private detention center under an agreement provided for in 7-32-2201 on 9 

presentation of a claim to the arresting agency or the department of public health and human services pursuant 10 

to subsection (2) (d). 11 

(e)(f)(E) For the purposes of this section, "actual costs" of a detention center is defined as the greater 12 

of: 13 

(i) the daily per inmate provider rate for crossroads correctional facility less 10%; or 14 

(ii) $82 means the costs of housing an inmate as documented by the detention center in which the 15 

inmate is held OF A DETENTION CENTER IS DEFINED AS THE GREATER OF: 16 

(I)  THE DAILY PER INMATE PROVIDER RATE FOR A CROSSROADS CORRECTIONAL FACILITY AN OPERATOR 17 

OF A PRIVATE CORRECTIONAL FACILITY IN MONTANA WITH A POPULATION OF MORE THAN 500 STATE INMATES THAT 18 

CONTRACTS WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS LESS 10%; OR 19 

(II) $82. 20 

(3) If a person is a fugitive from justice from an out-of-state jurisdiction, the costs, including medical 21 

expenses, of holding the person in a detention center pending extradition must be paid by the out-of-state 22 

jurisdiction." 23 

 24 

NEW SECTION. SECTION 2. APPROPRIATION. (1) THERE IS APPROPRIATED $6 MILLION FROM THE STATE 25 

SPECIAL REVENUE ACCOUNT CREATED IN 50-1-119 TO THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES FOR 26 

THE BIENNIUM BEGINNING JULY 1, 2025. THE FUNDS MAY BE USED ONLY TO REIMBURSE COUNTIES FOR THE COSTS OF 27 
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HOLDING IN CONFINEMENT IN DETENTION CENTERS INDIVIDUALS WHO ARE AWAITING EVALUATION OR EXAMINATION 1 

UNDER 46-14-101, 46-14-202, 46-14-221, OR 46-14-311, OR WHO HAVE BEEN COMMITTED TO THE CUSTODY OF THE 2 

DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES AND ARE AWAITING PLACEMENT IN APPROPRIATE FACILITIES 3 

PURSUANT TO 46-14-221, 46-14-301, 46-14-302, 46-14-304, 46-14-312, OR 46-19-101. 4 

(2) THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES SHALL REIMBURSE COUNTIES AT A RATE 5 

OF 150% 135% OF THE DAILY PER INMATE PROVIDER RATE OF AN OPERATOR OF A PRIVATE CORRECTIONAL FACILITY IN 6 

MONTANA WITH A POPULATION OF MORE THAN 500 STATE INMATES THAT CONTRACTS WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF 7 

CORRECTIONS. 8 

(2) (3) THE LEGISLATURE INTENDS THAT THIS IS A ONE-TIME-ONLY APPROPRIATION. 9 

 10 

NEW SECTION. Section 3. Termination. [This act] terminates June 30, 2027. 11 

- END - 12 


