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1 HOUSE BILL NO. 939
2 INTRODUCED BY K. ZOLNIKOV, B. LER, G. PARRY
3

4  ABILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: “AN ACT PROVIDING FOR SETBACKS FOR WIND TURBINE

5 GENERATORS; ESTABLISHING A WIND TURBINE GENERATOR DEICING STANDARD; AMENDING

6 SECHON-70-17-406-MCA- AND PROVIDING A DELAYED EFFECTIVE DATE.”

8 BEIT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

10 NEW SECTION. Section 1. Required setback for wind turbine generators. After [the effective date

11 of this act], a wind turbine generator built pursuant to a wind energy agreement as described in 70-17-406 may
12 not be constructed if the wind turbine tower is 500 feet or more in height, as measured from the natural ground
13 level at the base of the tower to the tip of the turbine rotor blade, and if the base of the tower is located at a

14  distance of less than 4;500-1:400 1,500 feet from an occupied residence thatis-subjectto-a-wind-energy

15

, unless the-A SHORTER
16  setback distance is approved by the owner of the real property.

17

18 NEW SECTION. Section 2. Wind turbine generator deicing -- requirement. A-AFTER [THE

19 EFFECTIVE DATE OF THIS ACT], A wind turbine generator constructed-afier-[the-effective-date-of this-act}-thatis

20 SHALL USE COMMERCIALLY REASONABLE EFFORTS TO MITIGATE ICING RISKS DURING AN OPERATOR-CONTROLLED

21 TURBINE ROTOR BLADE DEICING PROCESS IF THE WIND TURBINE GENERATOR IS:

22 (1) 500 feet or more in height, as measured from the natural ground level at the base of the tower
23 to the tip of the turbine rotor blade; ;

24 (2) CONSTRUCTED WITHIN AN AREA WITH AN ICE CLASS RATING OF 4 OR MORE, AS DEFINED IN

25 INTERNATIONAL ENERGY AGENCY GUIDELINES PUBLISHED IN FEBRUARY 2017; and

26 (3) is located within a distance of 2,500-1,409 1,500 feet from an occupied residence. in

27

28
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6 NEW SECTION. Section 3. Codification instruction. [Sections 1 and 2] are intended to be codified

7  as an integral part of Title 75, chapter 26, and the provisions of Title 75, chapter 26, apply to [sections 1 and 2].

8
9 NEW SECTION. Section 4. Effective date. [This act] is effective January 1, 2026.
10 -END -
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