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HOUSE BILL NO. 531 1 

INTRODUCED BY T. BROCKMAN 2 

 3 

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: “AN ACT PROVIDING THAT THE BOARD OF PUBLIC EDUCATION AND 4 

THE BOARD OF REGENTS SHALL MEET AT LEAST ONCE YEARLY AS THE COMBINED STATE BOARD 5 

OF EDUCATION; AMENDING SECTION 20-2-101, MCA; AND PROVIDING AN IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE 6 

DATE.” 7 

 8 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA: 9 

 10 

Section 1. Section 20-2-101, MCA, is amended to read: 11 

"20-2-101. Combined boards as state board -- budget review -- officers -- meetings -- quorum. 12 

(1) The board of public education and the board of regents meeting together as the state board of education 13 

shall be responsible for long-range planning and for coordinating and evaluating policies and programs for the 14 

public educational systems of the state. The state board of education shall review and unify the budget 15 

requests of educational entities assigned by law to the board of public education, the board of regents, or the 16 

state board of education and shall submit a unified budget request with recommendations to the appropriate 17 

state agency. 18 

(2) The governor is the president of, the superintendent of public instruction is the secretary to, 19 

and the commissioner shall be a nonvoting participant at all meetings of the state board of education. 20 

(3) The state board of education may select a member to chair its meetings in the absence of the 21 

governor. 22 

(4) A tie vote at any meeting may be broken by the governor. 23 

(5) A majority of members appointed to the board of public education and the board of regents 24 

shall constitute a quorum for transaction of business as the state board of education. 25 

(6) The board of public education and the board of regents shall meet at least twice once yearly as 26 

the state board of education. 27 

(7) Other meetings of the state board of education may be called by the governor, by both the 28 
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secretary to the board of public education and the secretary to the board of regents, or by joint action of eight 1 

appointed members, four each from the board of public education and the board of regents. All meetings of the 2 

state board of education shall be for the purposes set forth in subsection (1) above or for the purpose of 3 

considering other matters of common concern to the board of public education and the board of regents, but the 4 

state board of education may not exercise the powers and duties assigned by the 1972 Montana constitution 5 

and by law to the board of public education and the board of regents." 6 

 7 

NEW SECTION. Section 2. Effective date. [This act] is effective on passage and approval. 8 

- END - 9 


