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1 HOUSE BILL NO. 576
2 INTRODUCED BY R. KNUDSEN, J. HINKLE, S. GUNDERSON, S. VINTON, S. GIST, K. WALSH, M.
3 BINKLEY, G. PARRY
4
5  ABILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: “AN ACT REVISING LAWS RELATED TO WATER AND COAL MINING;
6
7
8 CONDITIONS;-REVISING THE DEFINITION OF "MATERIAL DAMAGE" TO INCLUDE THE EFFECT OF
9  COAL MINING ON THE HYDROLOGIC BALANCE; PROVIDING RULEMAKING AUTHORITY; DIRECTING
10 AN AMENDMENT TO 17.24.301 TO REMOVE CERTAIN DEFINITIONS; AMENDING SECTIONS-SECTION
11 75-5-317AND-82-4-203, MCA; PROVIDING FOR CONTINGENT VOIDNESS; AND PROVIDING AN
12 IMMEDIATE EFFECTIVE DATE AND A RETROACTIVE APPLICABILITY DATE.”
13
14  BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:
15
16 NEW SECTION. Section 1. Department to amend rule. The department of environmental quality
17 shall amend ARM 17.24.301 to remove the two subsections defining "material damage" and the subsection
18  defining "materially damage the quantity or quality of water".
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15 Section 2. Section 82-4-203, MCA, is amended to read:
16 "82-4-203. Definitions. Unless the context requires otherwise, in this part, the following definitions
17 apply:
18 (1) "Abandoned" means an operation in which a mineral is not being produced and that the
19 department determines will not continue or resume operation.
20 (2) "Adjacent area" means the area outside the permit area where a resource or resources,
21 determined in the context in which the term is used, are or could reasonably be expected to be adversely
22  affected by proposed mining operations, including probable impacts from underground workings.
23 (3) "Affected drainage basin" means an area of land where surface water and ground water quality
24 and quantity are affected by mining activities and where they drain to a common point.
25 (4) (a) "Alluvial valley floor" means the unconsolidated stream-laid deposits holding streams where
26  water availability is sufficient for subirrigation or flood irrigation agricultural activities.
27 (b) The term does not include upland areas that are generally overlain by a thin veneer of colluvial
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